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Chairmanôs Letter and Editorial 

Welcome to our 2025 November issue of the LAC Magazine. The show season is 
coming to a close. It follows a packed program of events in September and       
October. We have attended Cadwell, Grasby, Greenfield Motorbike Racing, a visit 
to the Vulcan at Doncaster Airport and a Drive it Day from the Clickem Inn to 
Alkborough, all well attended.  
 
At this time of year our attention has turned to next years events, we are looking 
forward to a return to our favourite events including Thorpe Camp, East Kirkby, 
Cadwell Park, Whitbey, Grasby and Aby Motorbikes. Our Drive it Days will   
continue with new venues and drive routes. Gringley on the Hill returns this year 
and we will be attending. Our Annual Show will again be at Grimsby Rugby Club 
on the first Sunday of August, well attended and very successful this year, more of 
the same in 2026. 
 
The 2026 Northumberland Group Tour is in the planning stage with the first 
weekend in September established as our preferred date. Itinerary will include 
Scarborough Fair Car Museum on the Thursday, Beamish on the Friday, Boat trip 
to Holy Island Saturday and Bamburgh Castle on Sunday. A relaxed approach, no 
hurry, bring classic or modern, Join us at designated hotel or camp, caravan or 
B&B, come along one day or two or the whole weekend, if you donôt like the   
outings information on alternatives will be available. 
 
A fantastic response to the call for magazine articles this month to the extent I 
have been able to carry over content to January issue, many thanks to all. Ian 
Keers has submitted an article on his Mercedes 220SEb, a car from the 1960s with 
a classic rallying history, including outright winner of the Monte Carlo Challenge 
in 1994. A beautiful car with great pedigree. 
 
Alison Grey Colwelôs article covers the Snetterton 24 Hour CV Racing lots of 
action and atmosphere what a wonderful way to spend a weekend. Next up is 
Chris Craftôs account of his trip to Angelsey and his tour of Moelfre Lifeboat   
Station, underlining the importance of the work performed by this essential      
service. To conclude John Hepworth has sent in photos of his 1:18th  model car 
collection and of a Triumph TR3A. A hobby shared by many club members     
including myself, more coverage in future magazines. 
 
All well written interesting articles well worth a read. Enjoy. 
 
My own contribution is a profile on the Rover P5, produced from 1958 to 1973, 
one of my favourite cars and a British Auto industry icon. 
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 November 2025 Events 

Title 
Date  
Time  
Venue 
Description 

Heneage Coffee Morning / 2026 Events Presentation 
Sunday 2nd November 
10:00 to 12:00 
Heneage Arms, Hainton, LN8 6LX 
Just come along all welcome 
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LAC Fish n Chips Evening 
 

Wednesday 12th November 
5:00 for 5:30 

 
Our annual Fish and Chip evening out, this year at Vennyôs, North 

Thoresby, DN36 5PL  
 

To Book contact Brian at brianking2016@icloud.com 

Title 
Date  
Time  
Venue 
Description 
Information 

Rock Caf® Wednesday Lunch 
Wednesday 26th November 
11:30 for 12:00 
Rock Caf®, Caistor, LN7 6RJ 
Our monthly Wednesday light lunch or late breakfast 
Just come along all welcome 

LAC Remaining 2025 Events 
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Cadwell Event Report 

Our third visit to Cadwell on Saturday 6th September and perhaps the best. 
Amongst a field full of classics and excellent racing from 60s and 70s cars.  
As always this year a good turn out of LAC vehicles taking advantage of 
the fine weather. Unique to this visit is a parade of cars allowed on circuit at 
the close of racing. Some members took part rounding off one of our best 
outings of the year. 
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Our annual visit to Greenfields Dirt Track racing at Aby on Saturday 20th and 
Sunday 21st of September. Hosted by Paul and Roz OôKeeffe we had two days of 
warm hospitality and interesting grass track racing. Our new gazebo was used for 
the first time and was sorely tested by gale force winds overnight, thankfully only 
superficial damage. Tea, coffee, cakes all provided and curtesy of Paul a BBQ on 
the Sunday with Burgers and sausage baps. Please note for the future Linda 
McCartney sausage may cause your Labrador a wind problem later. 

Aby Motorbikes Event Report 
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I thought I would write a few notes about my recently acquired classic 
Merc. It is a 1963 220SEb, Type W111, in production from 1959 to 1965, 
although coupe and cabriolet versions remained in production to 1971. 
Power comes from a 2.2 litre fuel injected straight six petrol engine giving 
134 bhp. It has all round independent suspension and disc brakes at the 
front, so it was quite technically advanced in its day. My car has a four-
speed manual transmission and does not have power steering, which was an 
optional extra as was automatic transmission. Being large, ñforeignò and 
expensive, they were not that common in the UK at the time, but were    
recognised as very high-quality, superbly built cars. Amongst Mercedes 
enthusiasts, they are known as ñFintailsò, from their obvious rear end    
styling, clearly aimed at the US market, which was a spectacular change 
from the rather sober, rounded designs of the models that came before. 

Mercedes-Benz 220SEb 

Introduction 

Ian Keers 
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My Fintail is a bit special because it has an extensive Rallying history and 
is a car I have known for over thirty years and have followed its progress, 
along with its long-term owner, with great interest. Works Mercedes-Benz 
Fintails were very successful Rally cars in their day and in fact, came 1st, 
2nd and 3rd in the 1960 Monte-Carlo Rally (before the Minis arrived on the 
scene!). They also enjoyed great success in Rallies around the world with 
some famous drivers such as Eugen Bohringer and the great Swedish lady 
driver Ewy Rosqvist amongst others. As time went on, Rally cars became 
ever-more hard edged, more like racing cars, totally different from the  
original idea of Rallying, when ordinary folks could put a couple of      
spotlights and some winter tyres on a Sunbeam Rapier or something and 
enter the Monte-Carlo Rally. I think this is how the idea of rallying classic 
cars came about, possibly in the early 1980s and attempted very             
successfully, to emulate the famous rallies of previous times, the Monte-
Carlo Winter Challenge being probably the best known. 
 
However, back to my car which had a soft start to life it would appear, its 
early service records showing it was looked after by the Mercedes Dealers 
Normand of Mayfair or Taylor and Crawley in Chelsea. All this came to an 
end in 1987 when the original owning family sold the car to a then Director 
of the Mercedes-Benz Club, Nicky Porter. Nicky was an experienced and 
successful Rally driver with classic Mercedes as well as contemporary 
Mitsubishi cars and wanted the Fintail to go rallying with. I think its first 
outing was the 1988 Pirelli Marathon, but most notably, Nicky entered it 
into ten successive Monte-Carlo Winter Challenges, 1990 to 1999 and 
along with his Navigator Andrew Bodman won the event outright in 1994!  
 
These events always took place in January or February and included      
various European start points leading to a concentration point somewhere 
in South-Eastern France whereupon the competitors undertook much      
Alpine driving, night stages and timed regularity sections, with the         
survivors arriving in the sunshine of Monaco several days later. (You can 
see fascinating films of these events by searching on YouTube). Nicky   
retired the car from serious competition some years ago, but in 2010 he  
organised a superb Mercedes-Benz Club event to Monte-Carlo to mark the 
fiftieth anniversary of the famous 1960 wins by the works cars. Pat and I 
were fortunate to take part in this event in an SL500 I had at the time. We 
had to concentrate in Colmar and then Nicky made us run the exact 1960 
route, with every Alpine Col and every hairpin included. The only          
difference was, we did it in daylight in the summer! Nicky drove the Fintail 
on this trip, so once again it found itself in Monte-Carlo. 
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In January this year, I sold a classic Merc I 
had owned for nearly twenty years, a    
superb 450SEL 6.9, so I had a hole in my 
garage and wondered what to fill it with. I 
have had quite a lot of classic Mercedes 
over the years, but my first one, in 1993 
was a scruffy 220S (carburettor) Fintail 
and I thought ñwhy donôt I go back to the 
start and find another one?ò. Through a 
very lucky set of coincidences, it         
transpired that Nicky had decided to try to 
find a good home for the old Rally Fintail 
which had not been used for some time 
and one thing led to another and I became 
the new owner in June this year. It is an 
amazing car in many ways, not least     
because it has somehow survived in      
remarkably good condition considering 
what it has been through! Mechanically it 
is standard, but it does have a few        
modifications, the main one being a     
conversion from column to floor gear 
change using a gearbox from a coupe. 
(Manual saloons all had column change, 
but manual coupes and cabriolets had 
floor changes, so it was a straightforward 
swop). It has Mercedes ñSafariò heavy 
duty springs, twin powerful spotlights 
wired through the main beam, two stop-
watches and a rally clock, interior        
navigation lights, a four-point safety    
harness, 14ò alloy wheels and extremely 
loud air horns! It wears Mercedes-Benz 
Club badges and lots of window stickers 
from past rallies it has done. It had an   
engine rebuild in the nineties and still runs 
very strongly. I intend to keep it as it is, 
complete with a few battle scars as I see 
myself as a custodian rather than just an 
owner of this rare and historic car and I 
look forward to using it on many Lincs 
Auto Club events in the future. 
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Rover in the mid 1950s were in a strong financial position with the P4 
range and Land Rovers selling well, in 1955 thoughts turned to expanding 
the range of cars being manufactured. Initially a car smaller than the P4 
was considered, however lack of manufacturing space and problems with 
planning permission to extend existing factories diverted attention to a car 
upmarket and larger than the P4s currently being produced.  
 
With Gordon Bashford leading the Engineering team and David Bache in 
charge of styling a move to the more modern practise of unitary body    
construction was made. Design and development continued in the late 
1950s, culminating in the introduction of the Rover P5 3 litre in Sept1958. 

Rover P5  -  1958 to 1973 

Introduction 

Alan Bentham 
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The car introduced in 1958 had indeed used unitary construction for the 
body allowing a lower profile for David bache to capitalise on, larger than 
the P4 but even with conservative structural design and a substantial sub 
frame supporting front engine and suspension the car was no heavier than 
the P4.  
 
The engine developed for the P4 was a development of the existing six    
cylinder 90 engine, it used the same inlet over exhaust configuration but 
now had seven main bearings for smoother running. Capacity was now 
2995cc achieved by larger bore pistons and a ñspread bore ñ arrangement to 
minimise an increase in block length. Using a larger single SU carburettor 
the engine produced 115 bhp. 
 
Front suspension was by laminated leaf torsion bars and wishbones, rear 
was by semi elliptics. Brakes were 11inch drums all round (changing to 
front discs in October 1959). Both manual and automatics were available at 
launch, the manual was four speed with synchro on the top three gears, gear 
change was by the ñmagic wandò gear lever familiar to all owners of P4 
Rovers.  
 
Overdrive was an optional extra on these early cars, not becoming standard 
until 1960. The automatic was a three speed Borg Warner unit with a kick 
down facility available when the accelerator was fully depressed. Power 
Steering was also an optional extra available on both the manual and       
automatic. 
 
Under Bache the resulting body style was both elegant and dignified     
placing the car directly in the market area intended. The interior also did 
not disappoint. Solid West African Walnut dash and door capings, a      
separate instrument binnacle ahead of the driver with clear instruments and 
switch gear, deep pile carpeting and sumptuous leather seats, coupled with 
the smooth ride and low noise levels this truly was an executive carriage.  
 
In September 1961 a minor re-style was introduced involving quarter    
windows and trim, at this time improved hydrosteer variable rate power 
steering was made available as the optional extra. This model was           
designated as the MK1A. Production of the MK1 continued until 1962, by 
then 20,963 cars had been produced. 
 

MK1 3 Litre 



13 

 

The MK11 cars brought two significant introductions, the first was an    
uprated engine. From inception Rover engineers had looked for ways to  
improve engine power and hence performance, their competition in this     
section of the market being the big Jaguars. Multiple carb arrangements 
were tried but were unsuccessful, Rover turned to Weslake consultants to 
solve their problem. Weslake came up with separate head and manifold 
castings and a reworking of combustion chamber profiles. The result was 
an engine now producing 134 bhp (129bhp for the automatic), not Jaguar 
territory but a big improvement making both manual and automatic cars 
genuine 100 mph cars. 
 
The second significant introduction was in the Autumn of 62 when the 
coupe version became available, using the Weslake engines the car had the 
same dimensions as the saloon but the roof line was reduced by 2.5 inches 
and tapered towards the back, with thinner ñBò pillars the coupe affect was 
complete. Power steering was standard on the coupe whilst still an option 
on the saloon. The MK11 was available for three years with 5,482 coupes 
produced and 15,676 saloons. 

MK11 3 Litre 
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The last of the line in September 1967, the P5 received the 3.5 litre V8   
engine that had been developed from a Buick design purchased by Rover to 
become the P5B (B for Buick). The compact lightweight aluminium V8 
underwent significant re engineering by Rover to improve reliability and 
comply with UK manufacturing practices. The resulting engine had a     

Introduced at the Earle Court Show in October 1965, the MK111 was    
heralded as ñeven more luxuriously trimmed and furnishedò. Internally the 
rear seats were now two individual seats adding to more comfort for back 
seat passengers. The 134 bhp engine was now used in both the manual and 
automatic. Externally a chrome flash was added along the flanks and 
MK111 badging was added. Production continued for three years with 
3,919 saloons and 2,501 coupes produced. 

MK111 3 Litre 

The P5B V8 3.5 litre 
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The MK1 3 litre introduced in September with a 2995cc six   
cylinder engine developing 115bhp. Available as manual or   
automatic, drum brakes all round, overdrive an optional extra. 
 
Front disc brakes now standard from October 
 
Overdrive now provided as standard 
 
The M11 3 litre introduced with an uprated engine using a 
Weslake cylinder head and producing 134 bhp. 
 
In October the Coupe version was introduced in both manual 
and automatic versions both using the 134 bhp engine. 
 
The MK111 3 litre introduced with improved interior trim and 
additional brightwork 
 
In September the final version the P5B V8 is introduced, using 
the Buick V8 engine of 3,578cc developing 160 bhp available as 
a saloon or coupe but now only with an auto box. 
 
Production ends, total numbers produced of all types 69,141. 
 

capacity of 3,528cc with a power output of 160bhp,the lower weight and 
higher power output resulting better performance and lower fuel             
consumption. 
 
Both the coupe and saloon remained in production both with the 160bhp 
engine, transmission was now via the Borg Warner Type 35 auto box, due 
to the high torque output of the engine the car was no longer available with 
manual transmission. Power steering was now standard, two fog lights 
were added below the headlights and rostyle wheels made an entrance. The 
car continued unchanged until production ended in 1973, by this time 9,099 
coupes and 11,501 saloons had left the production line. The total            
production from introduction in 1958 now totalled 69,141. 

In A ñNutshellò 

1958 
 
 
 
1959 
 
1960 
 
1962 
 
 
1962 
 
 
1965 
 
 
1967 
 
 
 
1973 
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The 2CV classic racing club has been in existence since 1989 but I have 
only recently discovered the delights of the madness of the Snetterton 24 
hour race. Cars compete in a BARC championship with the final race being 
in October at Oulton Park. 
 
This year I was much more involved as I chose to camp (for free) on the 
circuit and stay for the whole madcap weekend.  Some cars rolled off   
trailers and became the centre of up to ten mechanics, changing engines, 
checking brakes, gearboxes and some very important light displays for the 
night time running. On enquiring, I was informed that some of these cars 
had not been looked at since the last 
race in June let alone startedé 
 
The combined team of Reggie-
Mental, The Toaster, and Blueberry 
Muffin had a team of over 30 people, 
including a full catering division, 
which kept everyone fed all       
weekend. The catering field kitchen 
was impressive, chicken casserole, 
chilli, goulash and burgers for       
evenings and bacon or sausage rolls/
sandwiches for breakfasts.   
 
Friday was a day of meeting old 
friends, watching day and night time qualifying, tinkering and generally 
taking as many photos as was possible. It was disappointing to see only 
five other 2CVs had come to watch but as we only had two last year due to 
poor weather, it was a bonus.   
 
Watching the racing cars, it was interesting to see how the 2CVs held their 
own with the C1s who were sharing the 24 hours with us. They beat us on 
the straights but we held our own round the corners and sounded much 
meatier! 
 
The race started on Saturday afternoon with everyone having a few teething 
issues, such as three engine changes in the first 5 hours. This sounds much 

Sneterton 2CV 2005 
Alison Grey Colwel 

2ÅÇÇÉÅ  -  -ÅÎÔÁÌ  ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ 3ÐÒÕÃÅ 
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worse than it was as the guys and 
girls are so good they can change an 
engine in 7 minuteséDrivers do a 
two hour stint and then come in to 
change over, get some food and rest 
as sleep is impossible. I had just 
turned in for a couple of hours in the 
wee small hours when Laurence in 
the Toaster car had a mega coming 
together with the Armco and had to 
retire. Not only had he bent the   
chassis sideways, he had also bent it 
up in a graceful curve. The car was 
renamed Crumbsé 
 
Blueberry Muffin had two engine 
changes and lost a front brake shoe in 
the last few laps, but came 13th   
overall which was just behind our 
Reggie who had also had several   
engine changes through the race but 
held on to win the Best Prepared Car 
trophy at the end. We say óengine 
changeô but what is not mentioned are 
the folk sitting taking a dead engine 
to bits and making a good one from 
two or more dead ones. We have 
them to thank for keeping all the cars 
on the track throughout the weekend. 
 
Sunday afternoon, after the trophy presentations and much fizzy pop  
spraying (itôs too cheap to be drinkable),  many tired drives, mechanics and 
other various folk had burgers times over 100 and the alcohol was broken 
out.  One rule about our racing is that no alcohol is allowed until everything 
is over, and it really doesnôt stop everyone have a totally mad and silly 
time. By the time the racing was over, most of us were so tired all we   
wanted was something to eat and our beds! 
 
Even if you are not a 2CV nut like me, it is certainly a fabulous and fun 
weekend of car racing with some great friends. 
 

4ÏÁÓÔÅÒ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÏ #ÒÕÍÂÓ 

4ÈÒÅÅ 7ÈÅÅÌÓ ÏÎ ÍÙ 7ÁÇÏÎ  
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Road Trip to Moelfre Lifeboat Station Anglesey 

My journey started over a year ago, and probably longer. Let me explain. I 
have always enjoyed being on the water and one of my first experiences 
was back in the early 70ôs whilst courting. My girlfriendôs father was a 
scout master and he had access to a couple of sailing dinghies, a Mirror 
Dinghy and a Firefly. He took me sailing and we went out in our own 
boats. I started in the Mirror and had great fun healing over and only  
chickening out when water started pouring in over the side. We swapped 
boats and I had a go in the Firefly although I was also warned that if I got 
water over the side then it would be over. I set off and had the time of my 
life.  
 
My next exposure was when I started work at Lloyds Bank and with the 
seeds sown, and money in my pocket,  I booked myself into a sailing 
school and achieved my first two certificates. Work also helped to fuel my 
interest and I joined the companyôs sailing club which gave me access to 
some Enterprise Dinghies on a 
reservoir at Staines. 
 
I didnôt take to the water again 
until many years later when a 
friend and I decided to buy a 
couple of Jet Skis. I bought a 
Seadoo We stored them at a boat 
yard in Shoreham Harbour and 
we spent many hours out in the 
English Channel cruising along 
the shore.   
 
I have always been a óSafetyô kind of guy and not only did we stock       
ourselves with a selection of safety equipment but in recognition of the 
good work they do, we took up membership of the RNLI. This takes us one 
step closer to the Road Trip to Anglesey, Iôll explain more below. 
 
I have always admired the work of our Emergency Services and with my 
love of the sea I have  supported the RNLI at every opportunity. As we get 

Chris Craft Introduction 
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The RNLI Moelfre Lifeboat station currently have a Tamar Class Lifeboat, 
RNLB óKiwiô and the latest IB1 inshore Lifeboat óEnfys 2ô.  Coxswain 
Vince Jones took us on a tour of the station then onto Kiwi. Kiwi has     
featured in the BBC 2 series óSavings Lives at Seaô and Vince has been 
given the nickname of óHollywoodô due to his large number of appearances 
in front of the camera.  
 
 

 
 
 

Arriving at the Lifeboat Station. 
Stairs up to the Viewing Gallery and 
operational rooms.  

older our lives and Social Network are impacted by our own mortality.  
This got me thinking about Life, The Universe and everything else, and a 
need to update that taboo subject of my Will. The last update took place 
following my Divorce and over the years my circumstances have changed 
many times. I took up the offer of a óFREE Willô through the RNLI and as 
a result they sent me a thank you letter, a print of a lifeboat and the offer of 
a guided tour around a Lifeboat Station and Boat. I was overwhelmed with 
their generosity and decided to exploit the situation and create a family 
road trip and so for the first time in years I was going away with all three 
daughters.  I was sent a list of Lifeboat stations which offered tours and 
with the family spread around the country we selected the Moelfre Lifeboat 

station on Anglesey. 
 
I booked us into the Nant yr Odyn Country 
Hotel which is a small hotel with just 14 
bedrooms and a separate Studio.  A nice 
cozy little place which I thought may be a 
good base for a Club Road Trip, if we can 
travel that far (Approximately 190 miles)? 
We travelled down on the Thursday and we 
had our tour on the Friday. 

Moelfre Lifeboat Station 
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We were initially taken into the Breakout Room where we were given    
refreshments and witnessed the amazing views over the Irish Sea.  Not a 
bad location with the ñBest Views of any Officeò. 
 
We had a tour of the Kit room where all the different clothing was          
explained.  The kit is supplied through Helly Hansen, whose logo features 
on all their kit.  From here we went back out onto the Viewing Gallery and 
then boarded Kiwi and made our way onto the Flying Bridge at the top of 
the boat.  

 
 
 
 

 

The Tour 

The All Weather Bridge with dual driving stations and Shock Absorbing 
Seats all round. The Navigator has a specialist workstation in this area, with 

numerous equipment displays. 

Flying Bridge 

Ladder from Flying 
Bridge to the All 
Weather Bridge 


